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By DAVID LAWERENCE
'i" ~ Copyright, 193{]
: E WASHINGTON (CPA)—'After read-
% ing the recommendation and report of
| the National Commission on Law Ob-
|servance and Enforcement together
t with the comments of the President,
tHe Secretary of the Treasury and the
Attorney-General, wets and drys are
‘ready to concede that prohibition is
'the most perplexing problem of law
| administration the Federal Govern-
‘ment has ever faced.
| The Commission purpesely avoided a
' discussion of the merits of prohibition
itself, merely recording the differences

~Mand the divergent attitudes that indi-
~ lvidual citizens take toward law ob-
servance. The recommendations with
= reepeet to administration are compli-

Jcated enough to reflect the enormous

. preblem the Federal Government has
thad in getting convictions and detect-
ing violations. There is hardly any
~ Jopposition to the legislative changes
- jrecommended, but it is recognized also
dthat as enforcement becomes more
Jvigorous the number of arrests will
: increase and the congestion in the
4 courts will not be diminished.

i Even granting also sufficient ma-
chinery for enforcement, the drys have

" Senator Borah have argued that Foit

. The President has
| recommendations requiring Congresh
&1 sional action.

| port and
- dof opinion that exist as to its value

|| put their finger on a central weakness

| their conduct. To reach cenel;psmns eﬁ'

| of the pioneer toward such things. ﬁ;

in our policy, the Democratic tradl-

_-_. wats and drys. It does not *attempt it,

,‘?_;.

freed from leepheles and admmlstra‘
twe meehmery strengthened e o8

———-

in the structure, namely, the! type of |F
personnel selected and the influences |\~
of politics. All this is apart from the | =
insufficient help that has come fmm | e
the states. ‘While it is true that there
are avowedly wet states which are
indifferent to enforcement, there are ||
plenty of dry states which have htera,T- || FEsgs
1y ‘‘passed the buck’ to the Federal
Government, preferring . to cnnﬂne
their attention to the a,dmlmstratm g
of other laws and the deteetlen of |+
other crimes. -

Vlrtually evervone who teok a dlSl N\
terested view of the Commission’s re- |
recommendation admitted (==
that the Commission had done a con- |p .
structive job in the limited time at its |F°
disposal and that improvement would ¢ =
result if its recommendations were |
adopted, but the biggest single factor |
in the prohibition problem was almost =
entirely ignored; namely, the need of ||
a strong public sentiment back of en-|= =
forcement. The experience of thej g1
Federal Government in enforcing pro- |t
hibition has been that the patremzmg_-j
of bootleggers has made the traffic i -#_s '
 liquor worthwhile and has gwen H:
greatest encour agement
In one paragraph alone dees the | |
commission touch on this phaee ef e
the problem When it sa.ys SO |
E-‘ﬁbservaneetef the prﬁh}- act fre

R |
_I = 'i't:'.- ¥

| the large question of the views and

habits of the “American people witi i
respect to private judgment as to | =
statutes = and regulations affecting & =

any value we must go into deep; 1€
tions of public opinion and .the er imi- | |
‘nal law—we must note the attltﬁ&é”

| We must bear in mind the Puritan’s |S¢
ebJectmn to administration, the Whig e |
tradition of a ‘right of revolution,’ the
| conception of natural rights, classical it

1 tion of 1nd1v1due,1 partlclpatmn in @ ;:.j'.':.--

severegmty, ete.”’
|  TUnquestionably this preamble wﬂl
| furnish much food for discussion br
to settle the question of how the in- "’**"‘
. dividual degards the prohibition laws (§
but it dees eet forth the fundamental

te the American people In an effert
' to develop a sentiment for law en-
| forcement and observance but there 15
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g el
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'; little indication that the wet states ,L "Z'“;:
| or many individuals of “wet” habifspd

| have been affected. The social-as well
.f as the economic life of the eeuntry
has been influenced by prohibition and |
| iii the 10 years that the laws have |
' been in effect it is apparent that the
controversy over their scope is grow-
ing more intense each year. |

The drys under the leadership ;

forecement maehmery was inefficient. {
~countered W1t11

Meanwhﬂe hope
mission would formulate
principles as to the wisdom, as we]il_
as- the effect, of prohibition on the'“
national life of the country. |
There is no indication that the com- |rce
mission will discuss the merits of the|
eighteenth amendment but will con- | &
fine- itself to a study of how it as €5
well as the prehlbxtmn laws can be |




